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accomplished fact before the end of the first. In the
Epistle of Clement of Borne, it is not the episcopate,
but the presb}7teral body, which is in question.1 We
find no trace as yet of a presbyteros superior to and
about to dethrone the rest. But the author loudly
proclaims that the presbyters, the clergy, are anterior
to the people. The apostles, in founding churches,
have chosen by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost
"the bishops and deacons of the believers that are
to be." The powers proceeding from the apostles
have been transmitted by a regular succession. No
church, therefore, has the right of depriving its
elders.2 In the church, the rich have no privileges.
In like manner, those who have been favoured with
mysterious gifts, far from thinking themselves above
the hierarchy, ought to be most submissive.

Men were approaching the great question, " "What
is the essential element in the Church ?    Is it the

1  Gil. 39.     The words 7rpe<r/3vTepoi, ITTWKOTTOI (ell. 42, 44) are
synonymous in our Epistle, as in Phil. i. 1; Acts xx. 17 et seq.,
wS.   The words ^yoi^evot, Trpo^yov^voL have the same meaning.
Conf. Eeb. xiii. 7, 17, 24.

2  Ch. 44.